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Rumers have been ciremlating in Shkoder to the effect that an atiempt had
been made to assassinate members of the Hoxha Government on Soviet Army Dny
(23 February 1951), by setting off a bomb, lVembers of the Government for
whom the bomb wme destined are sald to have escaped unhuri, as the bomb ex-
ploded a quarter of an hour late; a large part of the tuilding where the
geremony took place, howsver, was allegedly destroyed.

According to the rumor, more than 500 persons were arrested the same day,
including high Army officers, Government offlcials, and techniciana; 1t was
also alleged that 15 persons who were under suspiclon {names unknown) were
shot inmediately.

qlg,omgy : This ie the first report we have had of this incident, 25X1
and pending confirmtion, it should be treated with reserve; the abaove rumor

mey well be a distorted version of the recent (19 February 1951) bomb explesion

at the Soviet Embassy in Tirana, which ceused some damage and wounded severai et
persons. As a result of this explosion, two Albanian cheuffeurs of the Soviet
legotion, as well as two or three hundred other persons, were arvested, if

the report is true, howsver, of possible interest may be the ATA annoimcement

on 5 March 1951 of the Prelease from duty" of Spire Fano (Deputy Prime Minister)

and Rita Marko (Minister of Industry), both of whom were said to have been
Aantrusted with other important duties." The appointment of Fadil Carcani to
replace Rita Marko was axmounced two days later, bul no further mention wes 25X1
mde of either larko or Fane. '
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